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The Ethyl Corporation was a motor fuel list facility. The site is 
located on the northwest corner of Eight Mile and Pinecrest Roads in 
Ferndale, This is a highly urbanized area. The facility operated from 
approximately 1940 to 1980. As Ethyl Corp. was a research facility it is 
believed that only pilot plant quantities of chemicals were buried on 
site. Corporate officials say general Laboratory Chemicals, glassware, 
.residues etc. were buried in several hand-dug pits located around the 

Ŷ̂ -y'property from 1940 up through the early 1980's. 
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Well logs from 1941 shows clay from 23 feet to 150 feet. Static water 
levels were found to be at 7 feet. In the early 1980's the corporation 
started angering into some of these old dump sites and uncovered nothing 
dangerous. 75 tanks ranging in size from 500 to 10,000 gallons were 
excavated. In June 1983 a consulting firm installed 6 monitoring wells 
surrounding the most recent dump site. Sampling revealed nothing of 
concern but no organics were tested for. In 1984 auger borings revealed 
some organic contamination in the soils. Also monitoring well samples 
now showed 1-5 ug/1 toluene and chloroform, and 40-400 ug/1 of 
tetrahydrofuron. 

Currently Ethyl Corp. has offered to give the site to Oakland County, if 
accepted before December 31, 1985. The County which commissioned some of 
the sampling on site refused the offer on the grounds that cleanup costs 
could be astronomical. Oakland County health officials then referred the 
site to MDNR. The property is now for sale. 

Follow Up Recommendations to EPA 

This site is given a high priority due to the burial of hazardous sub­
stances on site, and the contamination of the groundwater by these 
substances. A systematic program of groundwater sampling should be 
instituted here to determine the types of contamination of the areal 
extent of the contamination. 
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